m UK Patent Application <»,GB ,,,,2346061 „3,A 



(43) Date of A Publication 02.08.2000 



(21) Application No 9901 S38. 8 


(51) 


INTCL 7 








(22) Date of Filing 274)1.1999 






(52) 


UKCL (Edition R) 


(71) Applicants) 




AIM MOG 


Jonatnart Afford 

5 HUbide RoadL SALTASH, Cornwall PL12 6£X, 
United Kingdom 


(56) 


Documents Dted 

WO 96/08964 A1 US 4538375 A US 4221070 A 




US 3Z71894A 


(72) Inventorts) 

Jonathan Afford 


: (58) 


Field of Search 
UK CL (Edition Q) A1A A47 , A1M MDG MDH 


(74) Agent anoVor Address for Service 
Jonathan Afford 




INT CL 6 A01K 69/08 , A01M 23/00 23/02 23/08 23/14 
Online: WW 


5 Hfflstde Road SALTASH, Cornwall. PL12 6EX, 
United Kingdom 







(54) Abstract Title 
Rodent trap 



(57) An animal trap is formed with an entrance in the shape of a cone. The cone is formed from spring steel 
splines which may expand at passage of an animal into the trap body. The cone forms a one way entrance. 
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This invention relates to a humane rodent trap. 

Rodent traps have been used for centuries but almost in all cases have sought to do so by killing 
the animal. Often traps have been sprung loaded or of a trap door type of arrangement. 
Furthermore traps normally only trap one animal at & time and need to be re-set after activation. 

This present invention consists of a cylindrical body iQade of dear UP VC material or perspex with 
a screw top lid at one end and at the other end of the cylinder is an open splined cone which is 
fitted into a section of the container with the apex of cone inside the container with the widest end 
of the cone at the entrance point of the cylinder. 

Bait is placed inside the cylinder and when the rodent moves into the cylinder through the 'splined 
cone 1 , the splines of the cone are pushed outwards allowing the animal to enter inside the cylinder. 
Once the animal has passed right through the cone: entrance, the splines return to their original 
position thereby trapping the animal inside unharmed. 

The animal can be released by opening die screw-top or hinged lid at the other end of the cylinder. 

The cylindrical container could be peppered with small holes to allow aeration of the trap. The 
splines could be transparent or opague and made of a very strong and thin material such as carbon 
fibre or sprung steel Each spline would be elongated and triangular in shape. 

The size of the container and entrance cone could be increased accordingly depending on the size 
of animal it was intended to trap. 



The sharp end of die cone would be cut of£ to allow the animal to see into the container and also 
allow it to smell the bait inside. 



Figure (1) shows the rodent trap in it's closed position 

Figure (2) shows the rodent trap in it's semi-open position. 

Figure (3) shows the triangular shape of each one qf the splines within the cone. 

Referring to die drawing the angel rodent trap comprises of a removable screw-cap at the exit end 
of the container (5), a transparent cylindrical container (4) and the splined-cone entrance (1). 
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CLAIMS 

1 The splined cone object will open when a small amount of force is exerted upon it from 
the inside and close back to it's original position when the force ceases. 

2. The splined cone object will resist force on it from the outride and will not open. It is 
designed as a one-way entrance only. 



Amendments to the claims have been filed as follows:- 



A rodent trap comprising a tubular trap body having a cone shaped entrance at 
one of it's ends, the cone narrowing toward an inner part of the body, the 
body being formed from a transparent Material and the entrance being formed 
from expandable resilient elements which open at passage of an animal. 

A rodent trap as claimed in Claim 1 wherein the resilient elements are in the 
form of triangular splines which form a one way passage for a rodent. 
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